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PPS RECORDS FOR 
44 ORIOLE AVENUE 

PLAT 41, LOT 112 
 

CLARA D. AND JOHN H. HAMBLY HOUSE 
Built 1898-1899 

Frederick E. Field, Architect 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A 2-1/2 story, 3-bay, hip-roofed, rectangular-block Colonial Revival [single family] dwelling with 
a central Ionic entrance porch topped with an enclosed second-story porch; a front door flanked 
by niches; first-floor façade windows with wide window boards and molded caps; a broad 
entablature and modillion cornice; a 2-story semi-circular side bay with paneling; a tripartite side 
window with a broad entablature and a broken-scroll pediment over the center section; and front 
and side gables, the former with a relief panel in the peak and the latter with arched windows.  ”  
 --Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, Providence:  A Preliminary 

Report, by Robert O. Jones, R.I. Historical Preservation Commission (1989), p. 91.  
 
“Garage:  A 1-story, end-gabled, weatherboard-clad structure with a hayloft window and two 
vehicular bays. … Field also designed the neighboring house at 40 Oriole Avenue.” 
 --Blackstone Park Historic District National Register Nomination (1998), p. 36. 
 
 
The house stands on a 7,980 sq.ft. lot on the north side of Oriole Avenue between Butler 
Avenue to the west and Parkside Road to the east.  (Blackstone Park lies one block north of 
Oriole Avenue.) The lot has 79.8 feet of frontage on Oriole Avenue, and is 100 feet deep.  
 
HISTORY: 
 
John H. Hambly was the treasurer of the Quidneck [cotton goods] Manufacturing Company, with 
offices on Westminster Street downtown.  In December 1897 he and his wife Clara D. Hambly 
were living on Atlantic Avenue in the Elmwood neighborhood when Clara purchased a vacant lot 
on the north side of Oriole Avenue. (Clara Hambly transferred her ownership interest in 44 
Oriole Avenue to her husband four months later, in April 1898.) Tax records reveal that the 
valuation of this lot rose significantly both in 1898 and in 1899, which seems to indicate a two-
year construction period for this large house. The original lot area of 6,000 sq. ft. was enlarged 
to its present size of 7,980 sq.ft. by John Hambly’s purchase of an abutting parcel to the east, in 
1900.  By 1904 John Hambly had taken a second wife, Bertha (it is not known what happened 
to Clara).  John H. and Bertha B. Hambly lived at 44 Oriole Avenue until 1916, when they 
moved to Edgewood in Cranston; they rented this house out for two years, and then sold the 
property to Sadie Silverstein in 1918.  Sadie was the wife of Max Silverstein, a distributor; the 
Silversteins moved here from Orms Street and lived here until Max’s death in the late 1930s, 
and the Mrs. Silverstein continued to live in this house until the mid 1940s. Since then the house 
has had five additional owners.  The present owners, Peter S. and Susan Heuck Allen, bought 
the house in 2000.  
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DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1  
 
In the 18th century, Moses Brown’s Elm Grove Farm covered more than 300 acres on 
Providence’s East Side:  bounded by today’s Laurel Avenue on the north; the Seekonk River on 
the east; East Manning and Pitman Streets on the south; and Arlington Avenue, Lloyd Avenue, 
and Hope Street on the west. (Brown’s country home once stood near the intersection of today’s 
Humboldt and Wayland Avenues.) Moses Brown died in 1836, leaving the farmstead to his 
granddaughter Anna Almy Jenkins.  Upon Anna Jenkins’s death in 1849, her two surviving 
children split the estate in half, divided at Angell and South Angell Streets: son Moses Brown 
Jenkins, who was 21 at the time, took the northern portion. 
 
Within a few years, Moses B. Jenkins had his share of the estate surveyed and platted for 
residential development, recording several large plats.  The Blackstone Park Plat, first recorded 
in 1861, encompassed the area east of Butler Avenue and north of South Angell Street, as far 
north as Laurel Avenue.  Unhappy with the original plat, a conventional grid plan, Jenkins hired 
surveyor Charles E. Paine in 1862 to redraw the plat along the most advanced precepts for a 
garden suburb, with winding roadways, generously sized lots, and public open space.  Ten 
years later, the Blackstone Park Plat was included within another, larger plat recorded in 1872 
as the Moses Brown Farm Plat. 
 
The land on which 44 Oriole Avenue now stands remained vacant for nearly 40 years after it 
was first platted for residential development.  Not until public transportation and utilities (water, 
sewer, electricity) became available on the East Side in the late 19th and early 20th centuries did 
this area became more desirable for housing construction.  By the time 44 Oriole Avenue was 
constructed in 1898-1899, the Butler Avenue/Blackstone Boulevard and the Angell Street 
streetcar lines ran just a block to the west and southwest; but this block of Oriole Avenue did not 
have city water and sewer service until about 1908.  Within 10 years after that, almost the entire 
block was built out.   
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
The John H. and Clara D. Hambly House is a contributing building in the Blackstone Park Plat 
Historic District, listed on the National Register in 1998.  
 
This house is not located in any local historic district overlay zone designated by the City of 
Providence. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  Plate V 
shows the southern portion of Moses Brown’s 310 acre farm, with the “Road to Central Bridge” 
(Angell Street) running through it from west to east.  No buildings are shown on this map; nor 
any other roads through Moses Brown’s Farm. (Archives) 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Pages C5 and C6, shows Moses Brown’s Farm, 
called “Elm Grove,” north of Angell Street between Arlington Avenue and the Seekonk River. 
                                                      
1 RIHP&HC, Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, Providence, 1989. 
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South of Angell Street is a perpendicular road called “Cold Spring Street,” which was later 
renamed Butler Avenue and extended north through Elm Grove Farm; thus it is possible to 
estimate where Oriole Avenue would later be laid out.  No buildings are shown on this portion of 
Elm Grove Farm.  [Note that the Seekonk River’s west shoreline extended much further inland 
than it does today:  south of what is now East George Street, the riverbank ran along what is 
now Gano Street.  This land was infilled in the late 19th century to accommodate a growing 
demand for housing on the East Side.] (Archives) 
 
1862:  “Blackstone Park Plat,” surveyed and platted 1862 by C.E. Paine, recorded July 27, 1863 
in Plat Book 2, Page 20-1/2, copied on card 64.  This map lays out named streets and blocks of 
house lots east of Butler Avenue (now Blackstone Boulevard) between South Angell Street and 
Laurel Avenue.  The future site of 44 Oriole Avenue lies within a block bounded by Oriole on the 
south, Grand Avenue (now Paterson Street) on the west, Hawthorne Avenue (now East Orchard 
Avenue) on the north, and Rhode Island Avenue (now Parkside Road) on the east.  This block 
is divided into 12 numbered lots, numbered 111 to 122 inclusive and measuring between 8,800 
and 10,000 sq.ft. in area.  On the north side of Oriole Avenue, lots #112 (8,980 sq. ft., at the 
corner of Grand Avenue) and #113 (10,000 sq.ft., immediately east of Lot 112) include the 
current property of 44 Oriole Avenue.  No houses existed on either lot at this time.  (Registry of 
Deeds) 
 
1863:  “Map of Streets, Avenues and Paths at Blackstone Park,” surveyed and platted June 
1863 by C.E. Paine, recorded July 27, 1863 in Plat Book 2, Page 20-1/2, copied on card 63.  
This map only shows the layout of (unnamed) streets in the Blackstone Park Plat, in a 
configuration identical to the street layout illustrated on the 1862 plat map.  House lots are not 
delineated on this map.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1872:  “Moses Brown Farm Plat,” by Cushing & Co., June 1872, recorded in Plat Book 11, Page 
10, copied on card 286.  This plat incorporates the previous Blackstone Park Plat, retaining the 
same layout of streets, and covers a larger area to the north and west of the original plat.  In the 
block bounded by Oriole Avenue, Grand Avenue (unnamed on this map), Hawthorne Avenue, 
and Rhode Island Avenue, there are 12 house lots, with different lot numbers from the 
Blackstone Park Plat.  The future site of 44 Oriole Avenue is contained within the two lots 
numbered #273 (8,980 sq.ft., at the corner of Grand Avenue) and #276 (10,000 sq.ft., 
immediately east of #273).  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Wards 1, 2, and 3), Plate J 
shows the block bounded by Oriole Avenue on the south, Grand Avenue on the west, 
Hawthorne Avenue on the north, and Rhode Island Avenue on the east.  The block is divided 
into 12 house lots, identical in size and with the same lot numbers as shown on the 1862 
Blackstone Park Plat map, and this atlas references that plat.   Lot #112, at the northeast corner 
of Oriole and Grand, belongs to Samuel F. English and measures 8,980 sq.ft; immediately to 
the east, Lot #113 belongs to Adeline Reed and measures 10,000 sq.ft.  Only one house stands 
on this block at this time:  at the corner of Oriole and Rhode Island Avenues.  (Note:  Plate J 
only shows the north side of Oriole Avenue; the south side of the street can be seen on Plate 
K.) (Archives) 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 4, shows the block bounded 
by Oriole Avenue on the south, Grand Avenue on the west, Hawthorne Avenue on the north, 
and Rhode Island Avenue on the east.  The block is divided into 12 house lots, identical in size 
and with the same lot numbers as shown on the 1872 Moses Brown Farm Plat map.   Lot #273 
is at the corner of Oriole and Grand; immediately to the east is Lot #276.  No lot sizes or owner 
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names are noted.  The house at the corner of Oriole and Rhode Island Avenues remains the 
only structure on this block. Water lines have been installed on Butler Avenue, one block east of 
Grand Avenue.  The map references the “Blackstone Farm Plat,” apparently a combination of 
the names of the 1862 and 1872 plats.  (Archives) 
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 6, Pages 32-33, shows the 
block bounded by Oriole Avenue on the south, Grand Avenue on the west, Hawthorne Avenue 
on the north, and Rhode Island Avenue on the east.  Some of the original 12 house lots have 
been subdivided, including the one at the northeast corner of Oriole and Grand, now two smaller 
lots measuring 5,000 sq.ft. and 3,980 sq.ft.; the lot immediately east of these is still 10,000 sq.ft.  
All of these lots are vacant (the house at the corner of Oriole and Rhode Island Avenues 
remains the only structure on this block). This map shows no lot numbers or owner names.  
Street car lines now extend along Butler Avenue, one block west of the future site of 44 Oriole, 
and along Angell Street as far east as Butler Avenue (one block west and one block south).   
(Archives) 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 41 shows the block bounded by Oriole Avenue on the south, 
Patterson Street (formerly Grand Avenue) on the west, Ticonderoga Avenue (formerly 
Hawthorne Avenue) on the north, and Rhode Island Avenue on the east.   The site of 44 Oriole 
Avenue is numbered Lot #112 on this map, the second lot east of Patterson Street, measuring 
79.8 feet along Oriole and 100 feet deep (7,980 sq.ft.), its present size. (The lot at the corner of 
Oriole and Grand, now 40 Oriole, measures 6,000 sq.ft.) This map does not indicate 
transportation facilities, utility lines, owner names, or building footprints, but 44 Oriole Avenue 
was standing by this time. (Archives) 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 9 shows the block bounded 
by Oriole Avenue on the south, Patterson Street on the west, Ticonderoga Avenue on the north, 
and Parkside Road (formerly Rhode Island Avenue) on the east.   The house at 44 Oriole 
Avenue stands on the second lot east of Paterson Street; the 7,980 sq.ft. lot contains not only 
the house but a garage, in its northeast corner.  The owner’s name is B.B. Hambly.  Water and 
sewer lines have been installed along the entire length of Oriole Avenue, and houses have also 
been constructed at 40, 48, and 54 Oriole. (Archives) 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 20 shows the block bounded 
by Oriole Avenue on the south, Paterson Street on the west (note the spelling change), 
Ticonderoga Avenue on the north, and Parkside Road on the east.   The house and garage at 
44 Oriole Avenue stand on the second lot east of Paterson Street, measuring 7,980 sq.ft.  The 
owner’s name is B.B. Hambly.  Most of the block is built out with houses.  The map references 
the Moses Brown Farm Plat for this block. (Archives) 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 20 shows the block bounded 
by Oriole Avenue on the south, Paterson Street on the west, East Orchard Avenue (formerly 
Ticonderoga Avenue) on the north, and Parkside Road on the east.   The house and garage at 
44 Oriole Avenue stand on the second lot east of Paterson Street, measuring 7,980 sq.ft.  The 
owner’s name is S. Silverstein.  Only one lot on this block remains vacant.  The map references 
the Moses Brown Farm Plat (card 672, referring to an 1891 replat of the original 1872 plat). 
(Archives) 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 20 shows almost identical 
configuration and conditions on this block, which is now entirely built out, as on the 1926 atlas.  
The map references the Moses Brown Farm Plat (card 672).  (Archives) 
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Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 377, Page 209:  On September 19, 1892, Henry M. Taber etal of New York sold to 
Amey E. Harris, wife of Edward M. Harris, of Putnam, Conn., for $100, 28 vacant lots in the 
Moses Brown Farm Plat of 1872 (recorded in Plat Book 11, Page 10, copied on card 286).  The 
purchase totaled 256,796 sq.ft. of land.  Included in this purchase were Lots #273 and #276 on 
the north side of Oriole Avenue east of Grand Avenue (parts of which would be combined into 
the future site of 44 Oriole Avenue).  [Note:  the Harrises and the Taber family speculated 
extensively in East Side real estate in the late 19th century.  The Tabers likely acquired these 
lots from various individuals, such as Samuel English and Adelaide Reed, whose names are 
shown as property owners on the 1875 city atlas.] 
 
Deed Book 416, Page 238:  On December 17, 1897, Edward M. and Amey E. Harris of Putnam, 
Conn. sold to Clara D. Hambly, wife of John H. Hambly, of Providence, for $100, a vacant lot on 
the north side of Oriole Avenue, located 60 feet east of Grand Avenue.  The lot measured 60 
feet on Oriole Avenue and 100 feet deep (6,000 sq.ft.).  The deed notes that the lot is the 
“easterly 29.8 feet of Lot 273 and the westerly 30.2 feet of Lot 276 on the Moses Brown Farm 
Plat of 1872 (recorded in Plat Book 11, Page 10, copied on card 286). 
 
Deed Book 432, Page 99:  On April 30, 1898, Clara D. Hambly sold a vacant lot on the north 
side of Oriole Avenue to “my husband John H. Hambly,” for $10.  The boundary description is 
the same as in DB 416/238.   
 
Deed Book 433, Page 9:  On June 15, 1900, John J. Watson Jr. of Jamestown sold to John H. 
Hambly of Providence, for $1.00, a small vacant parcel on the north side of Oriole Avenue, 
immediately east of Hambly’s own property, measuring 19.8 feet on Oriole and 100 feet deep 
(1,980 sq.ft.).  [This purchase brought the property to its present size of 7,980 sq.ft., and may 
have been intended to provide room for the garage.] 
 
Deed Book 578, Page 43:  On May 31, 1918, John H. Hambly and wife Bertha B. Hambly sold 
to Sadie Silverstein, wife of Max Silverstein of Providence, for $10, a lot with buildings and 
improvements thereon, on the north side of Oriole Avenue, 60 feet east of Paterson Street, 
measuring 79.8 feet on Oriole and 100 feet deep (7,980 sq.ft.). 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
No records were found. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
1897:  Plat 41, Lot 112 was owned by Amey E. Harris, wife of Edward M. Harris of Putnam, 
Conn., and valued at $480. 
 
1898:  Plat 41, Lot 112 was owned by Clara D. Hambly, wife of John H. Hambly of 157 Atlantic 
Avenue, Providence, and valued at $4,720. 
 
1899:  Plat 41, Lot 112 was owned by Clara D. Hambly, wife of John H. Hambly of 157 Atlantic 
Avenue, Providence, and valued at $7,220. 
 
[This considerable jump in valuation, two years in a row, seems to indicate a two-year 
construction period for the house.] 
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Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories (contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, a residents’ 
directory organized alphabetically by last name; and a business directory organized by type of 
business; also included a house directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 
1892-1894). 
 
1897 and 1898:  John H. Hambly, treasurer of Quidneck Manufacturing Co., business address 
49 Westminster Street, Room 211; home 157 Atlantic Avenue.  (Quidneck Manufacturing Co. is 
listed in the business directory under Cotton Goods Manufacturers.) 
 
1899-1915: John H. Hambly, treasurer of Quidneck Manufacturing Co., business address 49 
Westminster Street, Room 211 (after 1913 relocated to 1104 Turks Head Building); home 44 
Oriole Avenue.   
 
1916:  John H. Hambly Cotton Goods and Yarns, business address 911 Turks Head Building; 
home 246 Armington Street, Edgewood.  (Business advertisement on page 1306: Hambly 
evidently went into business for himself, for the ad refers to him being the former treasurer of 
Quidneck-Windham Manufacturing Co.)  Frank A. Decker, treasurer (unnamed company) is 
listed as living at 44 Oriole Avenue. 
 
1917-1918:  Frank A. Decker, treasurer (unnamed company in Pawtucket), residence 44 Oriole 
Avenue.   Max Silverstein, distributor (unnamed company), business address 19 Pine Street, 
home 155 Orms Street. 
 
1919:  Max Silverstein, distributor (unnamed company), business address 5 College Street, 
home 44 Oriole Avenue.  (Frank Decker moved to 68 Oriole Avenue.) 
 
Providence House Directories (published separately from the city directory, 1895-1937; 
published biannually from 1901.  Lists all residential buildings by street address, and also 
contains a street directory.  Occupants (no distinction made between owners and tenants) are 
listed by name; sometimes their professions are also indicated.  This directory is typically a year 
behind the city directory.) 
 
1899:  First appearance of the street address 44 Oriole Avenue:  residence of John H. Hambly, 
treasurer. 
 
1901-1915:  44 Oriole Avenue was the residence of John H. Hambly, treasurer. 
 
1917:  44 Oriole Avenue was the residence of Frank A. Decker. 
 
1919:  44 Oriole Avenue was the residence of Max Silverstein, agent. 
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Assessor’s Field Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Plat 41, Lot 112 (Oriole Avenue): 
 
Amey E. Harris, wife of Edward M. Harris, owned the property as of January 2, 1893. 
Clara D. Hambly, wife of John H. Hambly, owned the property as of March 1, 1898. 
John H. Hambly owned the property as of July 2, 1900. 
Bertha B. Hambly, wife of John H. Hambly, owned the property as of January 2, 1904. 
Sadie Silverstein, wife of Max Silverstein, owned the property as of June 15, 1918. 
Sadie Silverstein, widow of Max Silverstein, owned the property as of November 1939. 
Charles W. Freeman owned the property as of May 1946. 
Helen M. DeGroot owned the property as of June 1947. 
Joseph M. Bernstein and wife Alice M. Bernstein owned the property as of November 1951. 
Michael H. Brennan, Jr. and wife Isabel T. Brennan owned the property as of November 18, 

1965 (refers to Deed Book 1134, Page 186). 
 Peter S. Allen and wife Susan Heuck Allen owned the property as of April 27, 2000 (refers 
 to DB 4346/059) 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
April 2003 
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